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Tabitha’s Story

Call to Worship
God is like a mother:
caring and compassionate, 
knowing us intimately
and loving us beyond our imagining.
We approach our Mother-God
confident she will embrace us
in good times and bad.
As we come before God,
we come to renew our relationship
and worship God.
Prayers
Loving God,
we come to you to confess,
not as if we were confessing to an autocrat,
but rather as if we are sharing
our hurts and failings
with our understanding mother.
When we close our eyes
to people who can teach us about you,
simply because they do not meet our ideas
about what you are like:
loving God, forgive us.
When our words and actions are disconnected
and so our faith becomes a series of ideas
rather than a way of life:
loving God, forgive us.
When we resist your call
to reach beyond the boundaries
that we set for ourselves
or that our society tells us are important:
loving God, forgive us.
When we allow our fears of the past
to restrict our possibilities for the future:
loving God, forgive us.
When we hear the call to follow you
and stay within our comfort zone:
loving God, forgive us. Amen.
Words of Assurance
God’s love is for all –
and that includes you!
Know that you are loved,
you are held in God’s loving embrace,
you are forgiven:
Thanks be to God.
Prayer of Intercession
Creator God,
on this day when we remember mothers,
we particularly pray for the mothers
who are struggling at this time.
We pray for mothers who have lost their children
through warfare and violence
that is all too prevalent around the globe;
for mothers who live
where they watch their children starve
because of reliance on aid 
that no longer comes.
We pray for mothers who are struggling
with their mental health,
especially those who are experiencing
 post-natal depression
as they seek to provide to the demands
of a baby in those first, important days.
We pray for mothers who are victims or survivors
of domestic and family violence;
especially for those who feel unable to leave
or who live in fear of their choice to go.
We pray for the women
who are denied the opportunities to reach their potential,
because they are forced into motherhood too early,
or because their families or society
simply do not value women as much as men.
We pray for the women around the world
who need your special care
and to know that they too are important,
Amen.
Benediction & Blessing
God is like a mother:
caring and compassionate, 
knowing us intimately
and loving us beyond our imagining.
And so we leave this time,
with God our mother,
knowing that we go out
to share God’s love, 
and that God will always be with us
and welcome us back safely.
As you go, may you always know
the love of God surrounds you,
Christ, the companion, walks with you, 
and the Spirit leads you on the dance of life.
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